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MONTANA CAMPUS COMPACT AWARDS STUDENT FELLOWSHIPS 
MISSOULA -
The Montana Campus Compact at The University of Montana, a statewide higher 
education organization that supports campus-based public service, has awarded its first-ever 
student fellowships to three students at Montana universities.
The Fall 2000 Fellows are:
■  Todd Baker of Montana State University -  Bozeman. Baker’s project is titled 
“Women’s Book Club Group.” He will conduct a book-discussion group at a Bozeman 
retirement center. This group is intended to increase self-esteem, companionship and purpose, 
as well as create cross-generational connections among group members and volunteers from 
MSU and the Bozeman community.
■  Debra LaTray of MSU-Northern. LaTray’s project is titled “The Native American 
Spirit of Community Youth Survey.” She will survey youth living on the Rocky Boy’s and 
Fort Belknap reservations to determine how they feel about their communities. The study will 
help youth identify needs in their communities and promote teen involvement to meet those 
needs. Study results will be included in the Fort Belknap Tribal Planning Department’s 2000- 
2001 Strategic Management Planning Document.
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■  Julie Schwiegert of MSU-Northern. Her project is titled “Hi-Line Therapeutic 
Riding Facility and Academy.” The Hi-Line Therapeutic Riding Association offers a therapy 
program for children with physical, mental or behavioral challenges who are striving to 
improve their quality of life. Schwiegert will work to expand this Havre program into a full­
time therapy facility by recruiting college and community volunteers and obtaining new 
sources of funding for the program.
The student fellowships begin this fall and last one semester. They will incorporate 
community service into their academic programs by working closely with a campus sponsor 
and a community-based organization, performing public service specific to the student fellow’s 
academic field and carrying out a collaborative project with a community organization.
“The Montana Campus Compact is proud to offer this exceptional service-learning 
experience to students across Montana,” said Nora Knell, the organization’s student 
development director. “Drawing upon MTCC’s support and expertise, our freshman class of 
student fellows will use their academic knowledge to bring noteworthy, positive changes to 
their communities.”
MTCC’s new student fellowships are made possible through a generous grant from the 
Corporation for National Service. Student fellows receive a stipend, training and technical 
assistance throughout their fellowships. They also will consult with a statewide network of 
peers who are actively engaged in service learning. Service-learning, a major focus of Campus 
Compact’s work, is a teaching method that combines community service with academic 
instruction as it focuses on critical, reflective thinking and civic responsibility.
The Montana Campus Compact is a coalition of college presidents and chancellors
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committed to helping students develop the values and skills of citizenship through civic 
engagement and participation in public service. It is the only statewide higher education 
organization whose primary purpose is to support campus-based public service. By creating 
supportive environment for involvement in the community and public service, these leaders 
believe their institutions can best prepare the next generation of informed, active, committed 
citizen leaders for Montana.
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